	Family-Centered Practice

	Purpose
	The purpose of this activity is to allow the trainee to observe the Family-Centered approach to working with families.

Family-Centered Practice is the provision of family-specific services that strengthen and enable families to find ways to meet their needs and to provide safe care to their children, in their own homes and communities, and in ways that are consistent with their cultures.

	CFSR
	Well-Being Outcome 1: FAMILIES HAVE ENHANCED CAPACITY TO PROVIDE FOR THEIR CHILDREN’S NEEDS

Performance Item 18: Child and family involvement in case planning (case file and interviews with caseworker, parent(s), child, foster parent(s), service providers)

Purpose of Assessment: To determine whether, during the period under review, concerted efforts were made (or are being made) to involve parents and children (if developmentally appropriate) in the case planning process on an ongoing basis

	Supervisor/ Training Coordinator


	Please arrange for the trainee to observe an experienced case manager (preferably the field practice advisor) conduct an interview during a home visit.
· Review the above CFSR Outcome with the trainee and emphasize the importance

· Ensure the trainee receives a background briefing on the case prior to the home visit.

· Complete the on-line training Introduction to Child Welfare prior to completing this activity.

· The trainee will complete the Family-Centered Practice Worksheet to record his/her observations after the interview.

· Answer questions and clarify any misconceptions the trainee expresses.

	Trainee
	· You will observe an experienced case manager conduct an interview during a home visit. 

· Record your observations /comments /questions on the worksheet. 


The trainee has completed the worksheet, demonstrated satisfactory comprehension of the subject and received feedback from the supervisor/training coordinator and/or field practice advisor. 

	
	

	Trainee


	Date



	Field Practice Advisor


	Date

	Supervisor/Training Coordinator
	Date




	Family-Centered Practice Worksheet

	Check One
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  CPS                               FORMCHECKBOX 
  FC                                   FORMCHECKBOX 
  ADOP

	1. 
	Describe specific examples of how the case manager enabled the parent to identify and find ways to meet his/her needs.

     

	2. 
	Describe specific values identified during the interview, which are held by the family. 

     

	3.  
	Describe how the case manager demonstrated Family-Centered principles.
     

	4. 
	Describe specific examples of how the case manager identified and built upon family strengths.

     

	5. 
	Identify specific examples of how the family was involved in making decisions.

     

	6. 
	List the benefits observed in using a Family-Centered approach.
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