
 

30 days

Emergency Order

72 Hour Informal 
Hearing 

   Continuation in the home would be 
contrary to the welfare of the child, or 
removal from the home is in the child’s 
best interest. (finding must be in the 1st 
judicial order sanctioning removal)

File a Deprivation 
Petition

Adjudicatory Hearing

Dispositional Hearing 
(Hearing can be held immediately or 
days/weeks after the Adjudicatory 
hearing.) 

Child is detained in 
DFCS custody Child is not detained 

in DFCS custody 

10 days 
(Child is in DFCS custody) 

72 Hours (Including weekends and holidays)

60 days 
(Child is not in DFCS custody) 

5 days 

CASE OVER 
Child is not found 
to be deprived 

Child is found to be deprived 

Hearing to Extend Custody 
(Must be held before the custody order expires) 

PERMANENCY PLAN/HEARING 
 
 Reasonable efforts to finalize the   
 permanency plan 

• Within 30 days after a ct. has 
determined that reasonable efforts 
for reunification are not required, 
or 

• Within 12  months of the time the 
child is considered to have entered 
foster care, whichever is 1st, 

• And every 12 months thereafter.  
 

Child is not in DFCS custody 
Custody order lasts 2 years.  
The court may periodically 
review the placement. 

Court Reviews 

Child is in DFCS custody 
Custody order lasts 1 Year 

File a motion to extend custody 
(should be filed 90 days prior to the 
expiration of the custody order). 

Custody order expires or  
the agency decides not to 
 renew custody  

CASE OVER 
If you want to retain custody of 
the child after the order expires 
you must get an emergency 
 order and begin the process 
         over. 

Panel Reviews 
Dept. wants to 
retain custody 

 
Ct. Finding that: 
 
1. Reasonable 

efforts were 
made to 
prevent 
removal from, 
and to permit 
return to the 
home, or 

2. Reasonable 
efforts were not 
required 

(Must be made 
within 60 days of 
the date that the 
child was removed 
from the home.)  

If the custody order expires before 
the hearing to extend custody is 
held, or an order is filed, you must 
get an emergency shelter care order

to retain custody of the child.
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Must file for TPR unless there 
are compelling reasons not to 
do so 

REUNIFICATIONNON REUNIFICATION TERMINATION 


