 Georgia Commission on Hearing Impaired and Deaf Persons
Tuesday, November 15, 2011
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Auditory Verbal Center 

1901 Century Boulevard NE, Suite 20

 Atlanta, GA 30345

Meeting Minutes
Members Present:  Ms. Robin Ferst, Ms. Lee Ann Meadows, Ms. Laura Sarsfield, Dr, Helena Solodar, Mr. Comer Yates
Members Absent:  Mr. Chuck Leavell

Staff Present:  Ms. Katherine Cadena
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Solodar at 9:22 a.m.  
 A motion was made to approve the minutes and the motion was seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Dr. Barry Freeman, Director of Audiology Program, Nova Southeastern University, and Dr. Erica Friedland, Chair of the Department of Audiology, Nova Southeastern University,  gave a presentation on  Nova Southeastern University, a private and not-for-profit institution, and its intention to develop a new, accredited entry-level Doctor of Audiology (AuD) program in Georgia.  First admission is scheduled for summer of 2013.  Next steps are to determine a site location for the school and recruit faculty. 
Ms. Sarsfield discussed the Looping initiative, Loop Across America, and spoke of action items from past meetings held with partners from Georgia Academy of Audiology and the Hearing Loss Association of America, Georgia chapter.  Another meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 17, 2011. Mr. Yates shared that a local church has plans to have induction loops installed in the near future. Mr. Yates and Ms. Sarsfield will work together to have a looping demonstration at a future Rotary Club meeting during the spring of 2012.

Ms. Ferst discussed the Adopt-a-Band initiative, focused on creating public awareness to protect against hearing loss in all school aged children and young adults who participate in marching bands. A committee meeting was held the previous week. The next meeting with partners is scheduled for Thursday, November 17, 2011.  The purpose of the meeting is to identify state marching bands and contact information for each band, as well as develop a message statement that will be presented to the bands and to Lions Clubs and Audiological vendors. The information will be recorded on an Excel spreadsheet and the Commission members and partners may invite other interested agencies to share the message with the bands.    
The Commission discussed the state of the Universal Newborn Hearing Screenings program (UNHS).  There was discussion about the roles of Georgia PINES, Babies Can’t Wait, and Children 1st.  It was recommended a follow up meeting take place on Thursday, December 15, 2011 at the Atlanta Speech School with all affected agencies with areas of responsibility to determine existing efficiencies and areas for enhancement.  It was recommended that a letter be written to the staff from these programs to invite them to the meeting.  It was also recommended to send a letter to Sharon Quary, Acting Program Manager for UNHS to address follow-up issues from the previous meeting held in August 2011. 
Mr. Yates updated Commission members on the Georgia Pathway initiatives.  Mr. Yates stated committees have been formed and the program has been given $70,000 funding from the state.  A website has been developed and Mr. Yates will demonstrate use of the website at a future Commission meeting.  

The Commission determined the meeting dates through 2012.  They are as follows:

Thursday, December 15, 2011 at the Atlanta Speech School

Tuesday, February 7, 2012 at the Auditory Verbal Center

Tuesday, May 8, 2012 at the Atlanta Speech School

Tuesday, August 14, 2012 at the Auditory Verbal Center

Tuesday, November 13, 2012 at the Atlanta Speech School

The meeting adjourned at 12:15 P.M.
The next meeting will take place on Thursday, December 15, 2011 from 9:30 A.M. until 1:00 P.M. at the Atlanta Speech School, 3160 Northside Pkwy NW Atlanta, GA  30327.
PAGE  

