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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES TO FOCUS ON CHILD WELFARE, PROTECTION AND SELF-SUFFICIENCY
ATLANTA (GA) – As of July 1, 2009, the Georgia Department of Human Resources (DHR) began serving Georgians as the Georgia Department of Human Services (DHS). 
Building on DHR’s success in improving child welfare and promoting self-sufficiency, DHS provides a wide range of human services, including TANF (Temporary Assistance for Need Families) and other economic assistance programs, child and adult protective services, foster care and child support enforcement. DHS includes the Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS), the Division of Aging Services (DAS), the Office of Child Support Services (OCSS), the Office of Residential Child Care (RCC) and various support offices. 
“Our name is different but the mission continues to be about people,” said B.J. Walker, commissioner of DHS. “After years of transforming DHR into a customer-driven agency, DHS is well positioned to provide a high standard of human services that strengthen Georgia’s families and communities, promote self-reliance and protect our most vulnerable citizens.”
DHS is the result of legislation signed by Governor Sonny Perdue to restructure how health and human services are delivered in Georgia. In addition to DHS, the restructuring created a new agency, the Georgia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities, to serve people with mental illness, developmental disabilities and addictive diseases. Also, Georgia’s public health services and healthcare regulation are now provided by the Georgia Department of Community Health.

For more information, please visit the Georgia Department of Human Services online at http://www.dhr.georgia.gov/portal/site/DHS/.
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