 Georgia Commission on Hearing Impaired and Deaf Persons
Thursday, April 21, 2011
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Auditory Verbal Center 

1901 Century Boulevard NE, Suite 20

 Atlanta, GA 30345

Meeting Minutes
Members Present:  Ms. Robin Ferst, Ms. Lee Ann Meadows, Ms. Laura Sarsfield, Dr, Helena Solodar, Mr. Comer Yates
Members Absent:  Mr. Chuck Leavell

Staff Present:  Ms. Katherine Cadena

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Solodar at 9:15 a.m.  Dr. Solodar thanked Debbie Brilling, Executive Director at the Auditory Verbal Center for allowing the Commission to meet there.  The minutes from the February 2nd meeting were reviewed.  A correction was made to change the portion of that states a PhD audiology program to be changed to a doctoral audiology program. A motion was made to approve the minutes by Mr. Yates.  Ms. Ferst seconded the approval.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Dr. Solodar stated that Mr. Yates election as vice-chairperson would expire prior to the next meeting and suggested the Commission vote on re-election.  A motion was made by Ms. Ferst to nominate Mr. Yates for Vice Chairperson.  Ms. Sarsfield seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Dr. Solodar then recommended the By-Laws be revised to reflect that the Chairperson serve a two-year term, and can be re-elected, instead of the current By-Law that states the Chairperson will serve a three year, appointment and can not be re-elected.  Ms. Ferst made a motion to amend the existing bylaws be changed effective immediately to reflect that a chairperson serve a two year term and the chairperson may succeed himself or herself for no more than one additional two year term.  Ms. Sarsfield seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  A motion was made by Mr. Yates to re-elect chairperson Solodar, as her term officially would expire in June 2011.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Ferst.  The motion passed unanimously.  Dr. Solodar’s term as Chairperson will expire in June 2013.  
Sarah Rank, from Universal Newborn Hearing Screenings, spoke of funds received for the Health Resource Services Administration Grant.  Much of the grant funds are being spent on education initiatives.  The money will be used for educating nursing staff on the UNHS program, PSAs, and brochures in the middle Georgia area, which is the area where a large percentage of parents whose children are referred, don’t follow up with the referral.  Education advocacy training was done through Hands and Voices.  Eighteen parents participated in the two day training.  Two diagnostic auditory brain response set ups were implemented in the state.  An audiologist will be recruited to assist in the two areas.  UNHS is going to move from collecting aggregate, non-specific data to child-specific data.  UNHS is reviewing vital records data and cross checking it with the data that hospitals provide to ensure accurate results.  The Commission and UNHS will meet to determine data that will be collected and reported to Commission members on a routine basis.  Mr. Yates and Ms. Sarsfield will meet with Dr. Rank and other Department of Community Health staff in May. Dr. Rank announced she has plans to leave her position in June, but that she will continue to work with the Commission until her departure.  
Mr. Kenny Moore, Director of both Atlanta Area School for the Deaf and Georgia School for the Deaf, spoke of GEEARS, Georgia Early Educations Alliance for Ready Students, formerly called Georgia 2020. He provided a hand-out and said GEEARS is focused on all students who are deaf or hard of hearing reading on grade level by third grade.  He discussed Pathways to Language and Literacy and the group involved in GEEARS has had six meetings this year.  Data shown in the handout included literacy scores of children who were deaf or hard of hearing that were enrolled in either Atlanta Area School for the Deaf or Georgia School for the Deaf, or children enrolled in Special Education Classes in public schools.  In order to track all deaf or hard-of-hearing students, the Commission members and guests discussed changing the 3300 form to get buy-in of parents so that better tracking can take place.  
Dr. Solodar discussed the public awareness campaign to protect hearing in all school aged children and young adults, specifically those participating in marching band by educating parents and school band/music directors.  The Commission, in collaboration with the Georgia Academy of Audiology and the Georgia Lions Lighthouse foundation will launch an “Adopt a Band” campaign and will encourage earplug use for band members.  Ms. Meadows indicated the best time to implement this would be during band camps in June.  Ms. Meadows will provide dates of band camps to Dr. Solodar, and the discussion was tabled for the next meeting.  

All Commission members discussed the luncheon, sponsored by the Commission scheduled for Tuesday, May 10, 2011, at the Atlanta Speech School from Noon until 2:00 p.m.  Several members of the community, most notably, area clergy members, have been invited to attend to see how looping can positively impact the experiences of the deaf and hard of hearing in their respective congregations.  The May event will be a prelude to an event in October, designated as National Audiology month and Protect Your Hearing month.  

Ms. Cadena informed the Commission that her position has been moved to the Office of Legislative Affairs and Communications under the direction of Lisa Marie Shekell.  The Division of Public Health will become a Department effective July 1, 2011, and will no longer be housed under the Department of Community Health.
The meeting adjourned at 1:00 P.M.
The next meeting will take place on Thursday, July 21, 2011 from 9:00 A.M. until 1:00 P.M. at the Atlanta Speech School, 3160 Northside Pkwy NW Atlanta, GA  30327.
PAGE  

